
FALL 2017

T.H.E. Caroling Night
December 12th - 6:00 p.m. 

School Board Meeting  
December 11th - 7:00 p.m.

E.V.E. McTeacher Night 
December 13th - 4:30-7:30 p.m. 
Support E.V.E. by eating at the 1st & Nob Hill McDonalds...
Teachers will be working!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

COMMUNITY CONNECTION  

As the East Valley School District continues to 
grow, we feel extremely fortunate to be supported 
by our staff and families. We recognize that the 
continued growth and successes we are making 
are a direct result of the dedication of all of our 
East Valley community members. We thank you 
for your commitment to our students and our 
schools. 

 This month our East Valley School Board Directors met with District adminis-
trators to discuss and approve agenda items on Monday, November 13th, and 
Monday, November 27th. Highlights of both of these meetings are listed below: 
• Levy Coming Soon! Our current levy is set to expire in December 2018. A 

Levy committee was established to reevaluate and determine the scope of 
the replacement levy. This replacement levy will be placed on a ballot for 
election in 2018. 

• EVEA contract is ratified!
• Updates to Board Policies (1410, 2021, 2021P, 3110, 3110P, 3115, 3116, 

3122, 3122P, 3416, 3416P, 3432, 3432P, 4040, 4040P, 4120, 4120P, 5240, 
6020, 6220, 6220P, 6580, 6580P, 6905, 5005 {deleted})

• Special Programs presented an overview of plans for the EV Jumpstart to 
Kindergarten program. The purpose of this new program is to enhance 
readiness of students as they enter kindergarten. 

• Superintendent, John Schieche, announced that both East Valley Central 
Middle School and East Valley Elementary School are being recognized 
with the State of Washington School of Distinction Award. 

• Construction Report - EVC Auxiliary gym is complete and open for use. 
• Assistant Superintendent, Russell Hill, provided drafts of our School Im-

provement Plans. Each of our schools will share their finalized plans and 
the progress they’re making toward meeting these goals throughout the 
year. 

• Business Director, Justin Scully, presented a budget status report indicating 
that we are on target with revenue and expenditures for the current school 
year. Student enrollment continues to remain steady. 

• Board members discussed agenda items for the School Board Retreat, 
aimed at infusing our newly appointed members in the work of their posi-
tions, while providing the opportunity to review progress on District goals 
and initiatives. This retreat is scheduled to take place in January. 

• The resolution was accepted for a donation from the Basketball Booster 
Club for the acquisition of new uniforms at East Valley High School. 

• The Board accepted field modifications for the Duffield Road Extension 
project as complete. 

We encourage interested students, staff, families and community members to 
join us for our upcoming School Board Meeting on Monday, December 11, 2017 
at 7:00 p.m. in the District Office. For a more detailed description of the agen-
da items discussed at these Regular School Board Meetings, click on the links. 

During teacher collaboration time on Monday, November 6th, 
Superintendent, John Schieche, shared exciting news with the 
staff members at both East Valley Central Middle School and 
East Valley Elementary School. We are thrilled that both schools 
have earned the 2017 Washington State, School of Distinction 
Award.

School of Distinction Awards are presented to the top 5% of 
schools in Washington State that have demonstrated the most 
significant learning improvement in both English Language Arts 
and Mathematics over the past 5-years. This is the second con-
secutive year that each of these schools have received this presti-
gious award. We are proud of our building administrators, teach-
ers and support staff at each of our schools for their commitment 
to the education and the continued growth of every student, in 
every classroom, every day.

Our schools are committed to supporting  our local             
community by offering student-led opportunities for com-
munity service and outreach throughout the school year. 

East Valley Central 
hosted the 23rd Annu-
al Turkey Bingo event, 
collecting   approxi-
mately 1,500 pounds 
of non-perishable 
food donations for the 
East Valley Reform 
Church Food Pantry 
in one evening. 

To contribute to EVC’s 
Canned Food Drive, 
please drop donations 
off in the office or 
send them with your 
student(s). EVHS is 
also accepting new 
and gently used 
winter clothing. 

As we enter the winter months, it 
is important to remember to dress 
your students in warm clothes and 
make sure they have the most recent         
vaccinations to protect against this 
year’s strain of influenza! 

FLU SHOT 

The Levy Committee met for the first 
time on November 21, 2017 to discuss 
our current levy and how new State leg-
islation will impact the upcoming 2018 
Replacement Levy. The next scheduled 
meeting is on Tuesday, December 5th. 

Having fun is an important part of a well-rounded education. Check 
out what our schools are doing to engage students (and families) in fun 
ways!

Dominos, rockets and computers... OH MY! On No-
vember 2nd, Moxee Elementary students came back 
to school after hours to engage in science investiga-
tions at their annual STEM Night with their families. 

Students at East Valley Elementary learned about how 
to respect people with differences in a special presenta-
tion by Children’s Village traveling puppet show, Kids 
on the Block. 

The students at Terrace Heights Elementary 
were visited by a Seattle celebrity on Monday, 
November 27th. Seahawks mascot BLITZ made 
an appearance as the top two performing class-
es in this year’s cookie dough fundraiser, battled 
it out to claim the title of bowling champions. 

A big THANK YOU to East Valley High School for 
welcoming us with open arms on November 14th, as 
we hosted our second “Soup with the Sup” event. This 
event will be hosted once at each school during the 
winter months. To see when “Soup with the Sup” is 
headed to your school, visit the FOR STAFF section 
of our website. 

On November 16th, nearly 30 East Valley Central 
students attended the La Chispa Conference. The 
purpose of this conference was to promote lead-
ership skills within students who are bilingual and 
bi-literate. 

East Valley High School’s Red Devil Theatre 
Company closed their fall production of Mur-
der on Center Stage, welcoming over 340 pa-
trons, their highest for a fall performance in 
more than 8 years. 

November 27, 2017: https://www.evsd90.org/apps/news/article/791062
November 13, 2017: https://www.evsd90.org/apps/news/article/788027

Thankful  

Official banners acknowledging 
these achievements will be pre-
sented to each school at a later 
date. 

RUN, RUN, RUN 
as fast as you can to our 

• Gingerbread Math 
• Gingerbread Make & Take 
• Gingerbread Games
• Gingerbread Recipe Math
• Gingerbread Story Time

On Tuesday, November 28, 2017, East Valley K-12 counsel-
ors teamed up to offer a Community Resource Fair  at East 
Valley Elementary. During this community night families 
were encouraged to meet with representatives from over 
15 local community programs to learn about the resources 
available to ensure the best possible opportunities for their 
student(s). 

In addition to the Resource Fair, Detective Curtis Oja, of 
the Yakima Police Department, presented an informational 
seminar on how to best protect children in digital spaces by  
reinforcing smart and safe practices. Detective Oja spoke 
about working with children to teach them about digital cit-
izenship and the ramifications of inappropriate conduct. He 
also highlighted popular social media sites and introduced 
different apps that parents can use to monitor their child’s 
digital footprint. 

Presentation Take Aways: 
• 85% of adolescents have some sort of social media account. 

22% are checking these accounts 10 or more times per day. 
43% of teens say that they would be more cautious about 
what they post and how they interact on social media if 
their parents were monitoring their accounts. 

• Over the age of 12, children can be held legally responsible 
for inappropriate conduct and actions in a digital space. 

• If you allow your children to access social media sites, veri-
fy that they have installed appropriate privacy settings.

• Monitor the number of  “friends” your child has if they 
participate in social media. If the number doesn’t seem to 
accurately represent their friends in real life, talk with them 
about the ramifications of “friending” people they don’t 
know well and help them eliminate those individuals. 

• Talk with your children about not posting information that 
would show you’re out of town, or away from home, to 
limit your chances of burglary. 

• Talk with your children about their digital footprint and 
remind them that once an image is taken with a device and 
shared, even if it is deleted from the device, it will still be 
available for others to see. (Example: There are apps that 

allow someone to store images 
shared on SnapChat.) 
• Visit one of these sites to 
check out how to keep your child 
safe on websites and social media 
sites that you’re unfamiliar with: 
1. socialsafetypatrol.com
2. smartsocial.com 
• Consider using an app that 

allows you to monitor all activity on your child’s mobile 
device. 

LEVY Committee

E.V.C. Band & Choir Concert
December 14th - 7:00 p.m. 

Early Dismissal  
December 19th 

Classes Resume 
January 2, 2018

Winter Break - NO SCHOOL 
December 20, 2017 - January 1, 2018

As we enter the holiday season, we 
want to remind families to try to 
avoid extended vacations that require 
students to miss school. Missing 
classes can have an impact on a child’s 
learning and grades. 

ATTENDANCE

On Saturday, November 
18th,  EVHS Leadership 
students volunteered for 
the day to help Habitat for 
Humanity build a home 
for a local family.  The kids 
endured cold temperatures 
for much of the day, while 
they learned how to drive 
nails and fix siding to the 
exterior of a home.  This is 
the third year that EVHS 
Leadership has worked with 
Habitat for Humanity. For 
one senior, Chelsea Barrales, 
it was her second consec-
utive year working with 
the organization.  The kids 
worked hard, survived many 
smashed thumbs and had a 
great time helping the future 
home owners, who were also 
working that day, to achieve 
their dream of being in their 
home before the new year.

HOLIDAY
CENTERPIECE  

SALE

East Valley High FFA 

Standard (1 candle) $15
Delux (2 candles + 50% more flowers) $20

Skillfully made by students in the Hor-
ticulture class using evergreens, festive 

flowers and topped off with a bow!
Available for pick-up/delivery December 

18th & 19th. 
Submit orders by December 12th 

jensen.melissa@evsd90.org

East valley high school

What is holding up construction at East Valley High 
School?
In 2015, East Valley voters approved a $52.9 million 
bond. Although the District has built an additional park-
ing area at Moxee Elementary School and completed the 
addition of nine classrooms and an auxiliary gym at East 
Valley Central Middle School, our largest project contin-
ues to be on hold.  The bulk of the money was designated 
for an additional 75,000 square-feet at East Valley High 
School including new classrooms, an enlarged auditori-
um and a larger commons/cafeteria space to accommo-
date increasing enrollment. The high school project also 
includes modernization and substantial security and ac-
cessibility improvements for the school.

Budget being held up by legislators!
The East Valley High School project is dependent upon 
receiving an additional $17.5 million in state matching 
funds. However, construction bids cannot be opened un-
til the Legislature approves the State Capital Budget.  
Legislators in the Senate have stalled the budget in an 
effort to force the passage of a bill to reverse a 2016 
State Supreme Court ruling on water rights.  If state 
lawmakers can’t work out their budget differences soon, 

 I am concerned that the East Valley School District may have to 
pare back plans to renovate the high school. While there is some 
room in the project’s budget for cost increases, there may not be 
enough if the current capital budget impasse continues to drag 
on.
I am very concerned that the Capital Budget delay, which began 
in July 2017, could result in increased construction costs.  With 
hurricanes in Florida, Texas and Puerto Rico, I am worried that 
prices for materials will continue to escalate and drive costs 
above our budget.  I am extremely disappointed that the Legisla-
ture has held the budget hostage and delayed our project.

We are continuing to communicate with legislators and are 
hopeful that they will pass the capital budget as soon as the 2018 
legislative session begins in January.   

Each of our schools had its own special way of honoring our local veterans and teaching our 
students the importance of respect, patriotism and sacrifice. This year many of our schools 
highlighted the Tomb of the Unknown Solider. From singing songs of patriotism to reciting 
thoughtfully prepared speeches, our students did an amazing job honoring heroes near and 
far. 

- Superintendent, John Schieche.



OCTOBER 2017

Elementary Conference Week 
Monday, November 13- Friday, November 17th
Early Dismissal for all elementary students

School Board Meeting  
November 13th - 7:00 p.m.

EVC/EVHS Fall Conferences
Wednesday, November 15th 
No School for EVC and EVHS students

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

At East Valley School District we believe that all students deserve a nurturing environment that is physically, emotionally and 
intellectually safe. We are pleased to partner with Safe Schools, an online incident reporting system, to provide a proactive 
approach to keeping our students and staff safe from bullying, crime and violence.  

Safe Schools works to open lines of communication by allowing students, staff and family members four easy ways to 
confidentially report safety concerns 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.  Every alert received is immediately logged 
in our custom alert system. Safe Schools allows us to be prepared and empowers our students and staff members to take a 
stand to keep our schools violence free.
 
To report an incident using Safe Schools Alert, please choose one of the following options:
Phone: (844) 284 – 9334
Text Message: (844) 284 – 9334
Email: 142@alert1.us
Website: https://evsd90-wa.safeschoolsalert.com/

COMMUNITY CONNECTION  

With over 3,100 students, nearly 400 employees 
and 5 schools, deviations from a regular routine 
are, on occasion, an inevitable reality. In the East 
Valley School District we make every effort to 
prepare for such deviations in advance. In this 
edition of East Valley E-News we invite you to 
read more about some of the different measures 
that we take as a district to ensure that student 
and staff safety are at the forefront of our decision 
making processes on a daily basis, as well as in 
times of crisis.

 This month our East Valley School Board Directors met with District 
administrators to discuss and approve agenda items on Monday, Oc-
tober 9th, and Monday, October 23, 2017. Highlights of both of these 
meetings are listed below. 

• Seth Basford is appointed, and sworn in, as Board Director for 
District 3. 

• PSE contract is ratified!
• Updates to Board Policies (1210, 1220, 1225, 2024, 2024P, 2255, 

2255P, 5010, 6700, 6700P, 3235, 3235P)
• School Board orientation for EVHS Student Representatives, Kar-

ly Monteith and Juliana Romo. 
• Special Report by Rick Fairbrook - YMCA Aquatic Center and 

services for local kids.  If you are interested in more information 
about the programs and services provided by the Yakima YMCA 
or about how to help them bring the Aquatic Center to life, please 
visit their website at https://www.yakimaymca.org.

• Construction Report - EVC Auxiliary gym set to be complete by 
early November

• Construction Report - EVHS Modernization project is on hold 
due to a failure of the legislature to pass the Capital Budget. Bids 
have been pulled until further notice. 

• Linda Thomas provided an overview of the CTE program and dis-
cussed how Carl D. Perkins Vocational & Technical Grant will be 
used to strengthen CTE at EVC and EVHS.

• Grant for GEAR UP with an approximate annual allocation of 
$217,000 for 7 years to begin this school year with EVC 6th and 
7th grade cohorts.

We encourage interested students, staff, families and community 
members to join us for our upcoming School Board Meeting on Mon-
day, November 13, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the District Office. For a more 
detailed description of the agenda items discussed at these Regular 
School Board Meetings, click on the links that follow. 

To ensure that all students, in every classroom, on every               
campus, are prepared and ready for deviations from our daily 
routine due to emergency, we practice various safety drills on a 
monthly basis. 

All schools have plans and drills for scenerios requiring shelter 
in place, lockdown, evacuation and earthquake. In addition, our 
Transportation Department hosts annual bus evacuation drills 
to ensure safety in the event of incident while enroute to school 
or home. Individual schools decide the types of drills they will  
practice and when to initiate these drills based on their evalua-
tion of student readiness in said areas. 

In the event of a real emergency or school incident, parents will 
be notified as quickly as possible by our automated notification 
system. As a District, we do not inform families when these drills 
take place. If you become aware of an incident and you have not 
been notified by the District, it is likely that it was only a drill.  
We do not want to alarm families when no cause for alarm is 
present. If you have concerns that you are not receiving 
notification of real emergency situations, please contact 
your student’s school to ensure that we have the most 
recent contact information for your family. 

For more detailed information about safety drills, please 
reference School Board Policy 3432. 

Our schools are committed to connecting with community 
resources in an effort to promote safety and encourage pos-
tive relationships with our local authorities and emergency 
response agencies. 

Local Moxee police 
officer  playing soccer 
with students before 
school early this fall. 

East Valley firefighters 
visited Moxee 
Elementary to teach 
kindergartners about 
fire safety and the power 
of being prepared. 

Washington wildfires and the resulting poor air quality at the beginning of the school year have many parents wondering about how 
we make our decisions to keep kids in or send them out for recess and for other school and athletics related activities.
 
As a District, we make every effort to put the health and safety of our students at the forefront of our daily efforts. In times like those 
experienced recently, we have a system in place to ensure that we are utilizing the most up-to-date information available to help guide 
our decisions.
 
When the quality of our local air is in question, we first monitor the Washington Department of Ecology’s website at https://fortress.
wa.gov/ecy/enviwa/. In the event that this website is unavailable, we utilize the recommendations from the Washington Smoke Blog 
to guide our decisions (http://wasmoke.blogspot.com/).
 
After we have evaluated the most recent air quality reports, we cross reference the labels provided with recommendations for Air 
Pollution and School Activities by the Washington State Department of Health. If the air quality is labeled as Unhealthy for Sensitive 
Groups (orange dot), we restrict all students with breathing challenges from outdoor activities and provide alternative options. If the 
air quality reaches the Unhealthy (red dot) or Very Unhealthy/Hazardous range (purple dot), we restrict all students from participat-
ing in outdoor activities including recess, P.E., and athletics.
 
After our initial findings for the day, we continuously monitor the air quality and make adjustments throughout the day as needed to 
protect the health and safety of our students and staff members.
 
We appreciate the support and patience our students, families and staff members have exhibited during these difficult times. If you 
have any further questions about our air quality protocol, please contact us at 573-7300.

As we enter the winter months, it 
is important to remember to dress 
your students in warm clothes and 
make sure they have the most recent         
vaccinations to protect against this 
year’s strain of influenza! 

FLU SHOT 

In an effort to keep our students safe 
while they’re en route to our schools, the 
Transportation Department encourages 
all drivers in our community to obey 
school zone speed limits and signs. Scan 
the barcode or click on the link  below 
to review this helpful article on when to 
stop, and when 
not to stop for a 
school 
bus.

The safety of our students is important, but having fun is an important 
part of a well-rounded education too! Check out what our schools are 
doing to engage students (and families) in fun ways!

East Valley Central IGNITE leadership students worked 
hard to prepare and sell nearly 1,300 BOOGRAMS 
during spirit week in an effort to SWEETEN UP  their 
peers’ spirits! 

Students at East Valley Elementary welcomed their par-
ents to school after hours for a Family Night where they 
used their reading and critical thinking skills to solve 
the case of the missing elephant in a circus-themed ex-
travaganza!

East Valley High School students took pre-tests to a 
new level when they combined science and snacking. 
Students in Mrs. Louis’ class created models of organic 
molecules using DOTS candies to show what they’d 
learned in a fun & tasty way. 

A big THANK YOU to Moxee Elementary for welcoming us 
with open arms on October 19th, as we hosted our first “Soup 
with the Sup” event. In East Valley we value and encourage open 
communication between school and district level employees and 
invite employees district-wide to visit the For Staff section of our 
websites for more information on when similar events will be 
held at each of our other 4 schools.

Terrace Heights Elementary families and students vis-
ited the Union Gap Corn Maze for a night where they 
caught ghosts (cotton candy), made their way through 
a corn maze and told ghost stories by campfire. 

Students at Moxee Elementary wore orange 
on October 25th in support of Unity Day in 
an effort to stomp out bullying!

Halloween  
Tuesday October 31st 
It is appropriate to dress in costumes at East Valley 
Central and all 3 elementary schools. Costumes are not 
permitted at East Valley High School. 
No face paint or masks are allowed. Nothing gory. No weap-
ons. No clown costumes. Costumes  must follow  regular dress 
code rules and not cause distraction during class. 

October 23, 2017: http://www.evsd90.org/apps/news/article/774214
October 9, 2017: http://www.evsd90.org/apps/news/article/767564


